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advised them to wait till they had seen Tabitha
raised ; because " palsies, it is well known, arise from
obstructions of the spirits that circulate In the nerves,
so that their influx into the muscles is impeded, or
from obstructions of the arterious blood. Nothing
more,, therefore, was required here than to remove
that obstruction/'11

91. We read in Scripture of the sudden cure of the
dropsy; but the Bishop observes, "That enthusiasm
should warm its votaries to a holy madness, and ex-
cite the wildest transports and agitations throughout
their whole frame, is an effect which, in a country"so
fruitful of this production as is ours (though enthu-
siasm be the .product of every soil and of every re-
ligion), must be consistent with the experience of
many."1 Then he adds, speaking of some particular
cases: " As one of the curative indications of a
dropsy is an evacuation of the water by perspiration,
and as the medicines administered by the physician
aiiti to produce this effect, . . . what could be more

his days ; probable, I say, but not certain; because, though
he had heard of it, he might possibly have thought it to no
purpose to tell his friend that there were Christians who
affirmed such things, and he might suspect that Autolycus
would not hcwe admitted the testimony of persons with whom
he had no acquaintance, and for whom he had little regard."
Eccl. Hist. (Works, vol. ii. p. 92, ed. 1810). Vid. the striking
statement of Origen, contr. Ccls, i. 46. Greg, Nyss. torn. ii.
p, 1069.
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